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Human Roots of Ecological Crisis
The human roots of the ecological crisis include technology (creativity and power), the technocratic paradigm of globalization, and the effects and crisis of modern anthropocentrism. Technology refers to the use of technoscience such as electricity, modern medicine, chemical industries, and steam engines to improve the quality of life.  These advances in technology and science show human creativity. Well-directed technoscience has reduced evils that cause harm and restrict human beings. However, it should be noted that biotechnology, nuclear energy, DNA knowledge, and information technology have given human beings incredible power (GOD, 2015).
There is however nothing to ensure that human beings use this power wisely especially by considering how it is being used. For example, the nuclear bombs released in mid 20th century and the technologies used by Nazism to kill people were not a wise use of power. Many believe that increased power means increased progress insecurity or even welfare. However, the fact is that human beings have received any training on how to use power wisely because technological development has not incorporated human responsibility, conscience, and values.
The technocratic paradigm is the way that human beings have viewed technology and its development in line with a one-dimensional and undifferentiated paradigm. This tendency has resulted in many problems in the current world including environmental deterioration. Technology is not neutral because it creates frameworks that condition lifestyles and social lives. It has been difficult to promote various cultural paradigms because the technological paradigm has dominated making it hard to live without its resources. Technology has absorbed everything affecting the capacity to make genuine decisions and diminishing human creativity. The technocratic paradigm has also dominated both political and economic life which has contributed to the financial crisis. This will worsen environmental problems such as poverty and global hunger. Technology can be limited and directed to solve environmental problems of pollution, depletion of natural resources, and environmental decay (GOD, 2015).
Effect of modern anthropocentrism
Modern anthropocentrism has prized technology over reality because the technological mind views nature as an insensible order or as a utility object. Modern anthropocentrism has given rise to an incorrect understanding of the association between the world and human beings. It created an impression that the nervous were the ones who cared about protecting nature. Modern anthropocentrism has also resulted in ignorance in monitoring the harm to nature and the environmental effects of human decisions.
It has also resulted in schizophrenia whereby technocracy finds no value for lesser beings and has no special value for humanity. The relationship between humanity and nature cannot be presumed without alleviating all basic human relationships. Inappropriate anthropocentrism may result in an inappropriate lifestyle. Relativism, as a result of anthropocentrism, views everything to be irrelevant unless it meets the immediate personal interests. Different attitudes may influence each other resulting in social decay and environmental degradation. Relativism also results in people taking advantage of one another which may lead to exploitation hence affecting nature and society negatively.
Modern anthropocentrism has replaced human work with technological processes. According to Saint John Paul II, God located man and woman in the garden to preserve it and make it fruitful through tilling. God also created medicines out of the earth which should not be despised by men. However, man has wrongly understood work and due to modern anthropocentrism, he has opted for technology in everything including work and medicine.
Modern anthropocentrism has resulted in new biological technologies such as genetics and the application of technology in agriculture and industry. This has created concerns such as genetic manipulation by biotechnology. It has become difficult to generalize about genetic modification due to genetic mutations. Genetic modification cereals may be harmful to human beings and lead to the destruction of the ecosystem, eradication of diversity production, and economical effects (GOD, 2015).
Key Points of the Document (Laudato Si 101-158)
The key points discussed in the Laudato Si include spiritual perspective, effects of climate on the poor, authoritative teaching, Christian and biblical roots of ecology, everything is connected, support of science, criticism of selfishness and indifference, global solidarity and dialogue, and ecological conversion.
The first point is that the environmental crisis is viewed from a spiritual perspective. The language of faith was brought up in this discussion although the environmental dialogue was framed with political, economic, and scientific language. The second point is about the effects of environmental change on the poor. This point is strongly highlighted on each page of the document and the pope has provided many of these effects of climate change which are mostly experienced by those in developing countries. The third point is about technology whereby technology is seen as key to human existence. Technological processes have effects on the environment and should therefore be used with moderation.
The fourth point is on authoritative teaching whereby people argue that those with knowledge of the environment have no authority. However, Pope states that environmental knowledge is now added to social teaching. The fifth point is about Christian and biblical roots of ecology where Pope argues that discussions about ecology can be found in church and bible traditions. Pope introduces the gospel of creation in chapter two where he leads people in caring for God’s creation as provided in the book of Genesis when man was given the responsibility to till and care for the earth.
The sixth point is that everything is connected. Pope links all the human beings to the creation and are part of nature and interacts with it but human decisions have led to the deterioration of the environment. The seventh point is the support of science. The Pope does not prove anything about climate change but instead, he accepts and builds on the developed scientific research by drawing ideas from both church teaching and scientific findings to help people reflect on important questions.
The eighth point is about criticism of selfishness and indifference. The Pope critiques those who ignore climate change especially the effects on the poor. The ninth point is global solidarity and dialogue where Pope considers the experiences of different people around the world by referring to the findings of conferences in Africa, Asia, Europe, and America. The last point is on ecological conversion where Pope addresses everyone in the world and calls for a new way of looking at things and move towards ecological conversion by listening to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.
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